Confronting Unbelief
of God’s Promises
Romans 5:1–11

Believed in the Lord
The Word came to Abraham in a vision.

“Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be
very great” (Gen 15:1b).
Abram responded to God, “Behold, you have given me no
offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir”
(Gen 15:3).

The Word brought him outside and revealed,

“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are
able to number them. […] So shall your offspring be” (Gen
15:5).
“He believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as
righteousness” (Gen 15:6).

God’s Giving
What are three things that humanity needs that
God has done for everyone?
1. People need promises for them to place their
faith as trust in God.
2. Humanity needs hope of another life from God
beyond the present world.
3. People need God to demonstrate His love is such
a costly way to confirm that faith and hope.

God has given you everything you need to have
faith.

Faith and Hagar
Where was the faith of Abram and Sarai when
Sarai gave Hagar to Abram as a wife?
Sarai and Abram did not lack faith because of this.

God did not tell Abram that his offspring of blessing
would come through Sarai yet.

The angel of the Lord found Hagar fleeing in the
wilderness blessed her.

“So she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her,
‘You are a God of seeing,’ for she said, ‘Truly here I
have seen him who looks after me.’” (Gen 16:13).

Lack of Faith
How much has a lack of faith caused problems in
our lives?
These studies have demonstrated that that anxiety,
guilt, bitterness, covetousness, and lust all come from
a lack of faith in God’s promises.

Why do many struggle to obey?

“Do you not know that if you present yourselves to
anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death,
or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But
thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of
sin have become obedient from the heart to the
standard of teaching to which you were committed,”
(Rom 6:16–17; cf. Jas 2:14–26)

Faith for Grace
Receiving God’s promises depends upon your
faith for grace.
Because those who keep the law did not receive
God’s promise to Abraham, Paul explained,

“That is why it depends on faith, in order that the
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all
his offspring — not only to the adherent of the law
but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all, as it is written, ‘I have
made you the father of many nations’ — in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that
do not exist” (Rom 4:16–17).

Access to God’s Promise
In Romans 5:1–5, God’s plan of reconciling
humanity fills specific needs of each person.
Believers have access to grace through faith.
Suffering produces endurance and character
resulting in hope.
The Holy Spirit has poured God’s love into the
believers’ hearts.

Love & Reconciliation
How did God demonstrate love through His
plan in Romans 5:6–11?
Christ died for the ungodly and sinners.
Christ loved believers while sinners.
God makes believers right by Jesus’s blood.
While enemies, God reconciled believers by faith.

Learn from Faith
What must Christians learn from Abraham’s
faith?

“But the words ‘it was counted to him’ were not
written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will
be counted to us who believe in him who raised
from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered
up for our trespasses and raised for our
justification” (Rom 4:23–25).

What level is your trust in God?

Your trust in God’s promises matters to God.

An Unbelieving Heart
How devastating is an unbelieving heart?

“Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you
an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away
from the living God. But exhort one another every
day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of you
may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For
we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we
hold our original confidence firm to the end” (Heb
3:12–14).

Have you ever experienced sin hardening
your heart?

Laughter
Where was Abraham’s faith when he laughed
when he heard God’s promise?

“And God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you
shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a
son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’ Then
Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to
himself, ‘Shall a child be born to a man who is a
hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years
old, bear a child?’” (Gen 17:15–17).

Isaac’s name came from Abraham laughing not
Sarah (Gen 17:19; 18:12–15).

Needing Promises
What are three reasons that people need
God to promise blessings?
Faith brings believers to rely and trust God for His
promises.
Hope comes from faith in God’s promises in His
Word.
Love from God sets the Christians focus upon
selflessness.

Faith and the Word
In Genesis 15, the Word of the Lord spoke to
Abraham.
Abraham believed the Word, and God counted
this faith to righteousness.

Faith has not changed.
Do you believe the Word of the Lord?

Exhortation
God has given you everything you need to
have faith.
Look to faith to correct the underlining
problems of sin and troubles of the heart.
Learn who your God is and what God does.
Look to God to satisfy your longings and
needs.

Faith and Salvation
Obtain grace by faith in God.

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we
rejoice in hope of the glory of God” (Rom 5:1–2).

What did Jesus reveal about faith and
salvation?

Jesus declared, “Whoever believes and is baptized
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will
be condemned” (Mark 16:16).
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