The Gift of the Holy Spirit

The Spirit Gives
What blessings has the Spirit given
Christians today?
How should Christians respond to those who
claim the miraculous working of the Spirit?
If you grew up in a “charismatic” church, what
would convince you that their claims were not
authentic?

Baptism of the Holy Spirit
How did John say that Jesus would baptize?
John the Baptist revealed, “I myself did not know him,
but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He
on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is
he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33)
“John answered them all, saying, ‘I baptize you with
water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap
of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’” (Luke 3:16; cf.
Matt 3:11; Mark 1:8).

How will Jesus baptize with fire (Luke 3:17)?

Baptized with the Holy Spirit
Peter went up to Jerusalem to explain how God sent
him to the Gentiles – Cornelius’s house.
What observations should Christians make about the
baptism of the Holy Spirit in Acts 11:15–18?
The Spirit fell upon the Gentiles just as the Spirit came
upon the Apostles in the beginning.
This was the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
This is the gift of God given to those who believe in Jesus
Christ.

Power from on High
Before Jesus ascended, Jesus revealed more
about the promise of power from on high
(Luke 24:49).
“And while staying with them he ordered them
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, ‘you heard
from me; for John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.’” (Acts 1:4–5).

In the Beginning
To whom was Jesus speaking about Holy Spirit
baptism?

“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly there came from
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. And divided
tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each
one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave
them utterance” (Acts 2:1–4).

This event was God pouring out His Spirit on all
flesh (Acts 2:14–18).
How can someone know that these apostles
were not delusional (Acts 2:22–36)?

The Promise of the Holy Spirit
What is the promise of the Holy Spirit?
“This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are
witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right
hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has
poured out this that you yourselves are seeing
and hearing” (Acts 2:32–33).

The promise from the Father is the pouring
out of the Spirit.

The Promise Is For…
Who could receive the promise of the Holy Spirit?

“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children
and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to himself.’” (Acts 2:38–39).

The promise, the pouring out, and the Gift are the
same, and for all repentant believers of whom God
calls.
The “far off” are the nations – not other generations
(Eph 2:11–13).

The Far Off
How was the Holy Spirit poured out on those
who were far off in Acts 10:44–48?
God poured the Gift of the Holy Spirit on the
nations (10:45).
The speaking in tongues and praising God
indicated that the Gentiles received the Spirit
(10:46).

Giving Them the Holy Spirit
Why did God send the Holy Spirit upon
Cornelius’s household like He did on the
Apostles?
“And after there had been much debate, Peter stood
up and said to them, ‘Brothers, you know that in the
early days God made a choice among you, that by
my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the
gospel and believe. And God, who knows the heart,
bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit
just as he did to us, and he made no distinction
between us and them, having cleansed their hearts
by faith.’” (Acts 15:7–9).

The Gifts
How did others receive the gifts of the Holy
Spirit?

Philip preached the Gospel in Samaria where men
and women were baptized (Acts 8:12–13).
“Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to
them Peter and John, who came down and prayed
for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for
he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had
only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Then they laid their hands on them and they
received the Holy Spirit” (Acts 8:14–17; cf. 8:17–20).

Laying on Hands
Paul revealed to twelve believers that they
needed to receive the Holy Spirit.
“On hearing this, they were baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them,
and they began speaking in tongues and
prophesying” (Acts 19:5–6).

Likewise, Timothy received a gift when Paul
laid hands on him (2 Tim 1:6; cf. 1 Tim 4:14).

Gifts of the Spirit
What happened to the gifts of the Spirit?
Signs, wonders, and powers confirm the Word of
God (Mark 16:19; John 20:30–31; Heb 2:3–4).
Prophesying and partial knowledge lasted until
these resulted in completion (1 Cor 13:8–12).
The apostles received power from on high to
pass gifts to other Christians by laying on hands
(Acts 8:14–17; 19:1–7).

“Miracles”
Does this mean that there are no more
“miracles”?
The word “miracle” does not have a specific Greek
word, but is translated in place of signs or wonders.
This means that debating miracles is subjective
when terms are not defined (cf. Acts 14:3).

Is a miracle when Christ comes in the clouds
and God resurrects the just and the unjust?

“Are babies miracles?” “Is creation a miracle?”
“Are prayers miracles because such is supernatural?”

Challenge
Avoid disputes about miracles that will hurt
those who hear (2 Tim 2:23–26).
Correct with gentleness by knowing the
Scriptures (2 Tim 2:23–26).
Remember that you are not lacking any
blessing or truth from the Holy Spirit.

Receive the Holy Spirit
When does someone receive the Holy Spirit?
God gives the Holy Spirit to those who obey Him
(Acts 5:32).
When baptized, the Holy Spirit washes,
sanctifies, and justifies the name of Jesus Christ
(1 Cor 6:11; cf. Acts 2:38).
Christ saves us by the washing of regeneration
and renewal from the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5; cf.
John 3:5).
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