The Indwelling
of the Holy Spirit

Filled with the Spirit
When were the Apostles filled with the Spirit?
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave
them utterance” (Acts 2:4; cf. 4:31).
John the Baptist, Elizabeth, Zechariah, and Jesus
were filled with the Spirit before the pouring out of
the Spirit (Luke 1:15, 41, 67; Luke 4:1).

Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit at his
conversion including his baptism (Acts 9:17–19).

Filled with Evil or Good
What else can fill someone according to the
Scriptures?
A person can be filled with sin (Acts 5:3),
indignation (Acts 5:17), unrighteousness
(Romans 1:29), and envy (Acts 12:45).
A person can also be filled with joy (Acts 13:52; 2
Tim 1:4); knowledge (Rom 15:14; Col 1:9);
comfort (2 Cor 7:4), and fruits of righteousness
(Phil 1:11).

Speaking God’s Revelation
A person is filled with the Spirit when speaking God’s
revelation.

Peter spoke to the Sanhedrin when he was filled with the
Spirit (Acts 4:7–8).
Paul rebuked Elymas as Paul was filled with the Spirit
(Acts 13:9).

The apostle Paul commanded Christians to become
filled with the Spirit (Eph 5:18).
Christians receive the Spirit by the hearing of faith (Gal
3:2–5).
A number of men were full of the Spirit to serve God
(Acts 6:1–7; 7:55).

God’s Dwelling in the Church
Where does God dwell?
“Do you not know that you are God's temple and that
God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's
temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy,
and you are that temple” (1 Cor 3:16 ESV).
“In him you also are being built together into a dwelling
place for God by the Spirit” (Eph 2:22).

God dwells in the church as a collection of
believers.

Personal Indwelling
The Holy Spirit also indwells personally in each
Christian (1 Cor 6:19).
Does this mean that a Christian cannot sin?
“Or do you not know that he who is joined to a
prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is
written, ‘The two will become one flesh.’ But he who
is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.
Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person
commits is outside the body, but the sexually
immoral person sins against his own body” (1 Cor
6:16–18).

A New Heart, A New Spirit
What does the Spirit do by indwelling within
Christians?

The Spirit dwells within the believer with a new heart
(Ezek 36:26).
The new Spirit is God’s Spirit that causes one to walk in
God’s statutes and obey His rules (Ezek 36:27; 1 John
3:24).
Thereby, the Spirit strengthens the inner being (Eph
3:16).

How can the Christian know that the Spirit dwells
within oneself?

God Indwells by Love
God’s indwelling by the Spirit also depends
upon love dwelling within our hearts.

“No one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God abides in us and his love is perfected in us” (1
John 4:12).
“So we have come to know and to believe the love
that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides
in love abides in God, and God abides in him” (1
John 4:16).

The Spirit indwells within those of whose mind
is set on the Spirit (Rom 8:5–11).

Indwelling in Hearts
When rooted and grounded in love, God dwells in
the heart through faith.

“so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, […] and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that
you may be filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph 3:17,
19).
“And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no
longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir
through God” (Gal 4:6; cf. Rom 8:9–11).
God gave the Spirit as a guarantee upon our hearts (2
Cor 1:21–22).

The Mode of Indwelling
The indwelling of the Spirit is linked with the
indwelling of the Word of God.
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,” (Col
3:16a; cf. Jas 1:21).
“be filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18b).
“Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God,
and God in him. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us” (1 John
3:24).
“By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit” (1 John 4:13).

The Spirit and the Word
The believer is born again through the Spirit
and through the Word (John 3:5; 1 Pet 1:22–23).
Both the Spirit and the Word sanctify the
believer (John 17:17; 1 Cor 6:11; 1 Thess 2:13).
Both the Spirit and the Word dwell within the
Christian (Jas 1:21; cf. Psa 119:11).
Both comfort the believer (Acts 9:31; 1 Thess
4:18).

Implications of the Indwelling
“Does the personal indwelling of the Spirit
mean that Christians are God incarnate?”

Counter: “Does the indwelling of the Word mean
that Christians are the Word incarnate?”
Remember John 1:14 that the Word became
flesh.

Jesus’s words are spirit.

“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help
at all. The words that I have spoken to you are
spirit and life” (John 6:63; cf. 1 John 5:6).

Guard through the Spirit
Christians must guard through the Spirit the
deposit of God’s Word entrusted them.
“Follow the pattern of the sound words that you
have heard from me, in the faith and love that
are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells
within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to
you” (2 Tim 1:13–14).

How can this be other than the change of
the Christian’s heart?

Review & Exhortation
The Christian can know the Spirit dwells
within because…
the believer’s heart has changed,
God’s Word dwells in the heart, and
the love of God dwells in the heart.

Examine yourselves (2 Cor 13:5).

The Spirit and the Word
How do the Spirit and the Word work
together to produce eternal life?
Jesus revealed, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the
flesh is no help at all. The words that I have
spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63).
“In him you also, when you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed
in him, were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit,” (Eph 1:13).
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