The Seal of the Spirit

The Spirit is Holy
Why is the Holy Spirit holy?
The Spirit is holy because He is set apart from all
evil spirits.
The Spirit is holy because He is the source of
holiness (Rom 1:4; 1 Thess 4:7–8).
The Spirit produces the fruit of the Spirit (Gal
5:22–23).

The Cross and the Spirit
Why was Jesus’s death on the cross essential
for Christians to receive the Holy Spirit?
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for us — for it is written, ‘Cursed is
everyone who is hanged on a tree’ — so that in
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to
the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised
Spirit through faith” (Gal 3:13–14 ESV; cf. 5:5).

“The promise of the Spirit through the faith”
(Gal 3:14).

Through the Eternal Spirit
How did Jesus offer Himself?

“For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the
sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a
heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how
much more will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve
the living God” (Heb 9:13–14 ESV).

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit declared Jesus the
Son of God by raising Him from the dead.

“and was declared to be the Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,” (Rom 1:4).

Insulting the Spirit
How can someone insult the Spirit?
“How much worse punishment, do you think, will
be deserved by the one who has trampled
underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the
blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?”
(Heb 10:29).

The inspired writer observed that willfully
sinning insults the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit Seals
The Holy Spirit seals believers for redemption.
“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption” (Eph
4:30).

Furthermore, bitterness, clamor, and slander
grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:29).
The Spirit in our hearts is a guarantee.
“And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ,
and has anointed us, and who has also put his seal
on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a
guarantee” (2 Cor 1:21–22).

The Spirit as a Guarantee
How is the Spirit a guarantee?
“For we know that if the tent that is our earthly
home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”
(2 Cor 5:1).
“He who has prepared us for this very thing is God,
who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee” (2 Cor
5:5).

The only way to recognize this guarantee is to
recognize the Spirit in your life.

Observations
How did the Spirit act in salvation for Christians?
Christ redeemed Christians from the curse by the cross to
receive the Holy Spirit (Gal 3:13–14).
Jesus brought purification by His blood through the
eternal Spirit (Heb 9:13–14).
Rejecting Christ is rejecting the Holy Spirit (Heb 10:29).
The Spirit on our hearts is the seal of salvation (2 Cor
1:21–22).
The Spirit gives life and freedom.

No Condemnation
What is the law of Spirit and life?

“There is therefore now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from
the law of sin and death. For God has done what
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in
order that the righteous requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according
to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (Rom
8:1–4).

God gave us freedom from condemnation in
Christ.

The Spirit Gives Life
What does the Holy Spirit give?
Paul observed, “For the letter kills, but the Spirit
gives life” (2 Cor 3:6b).

How?
“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with
unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord,
are being transformed into the same image from
one degree of glory to another. For this comes
from the Lord who is the Spirit” (2 Cor 3:18).

Set the Mind on the Spirit
What observations must Christians take from
Romans 8:5–17?
Those who are of the Spirit set their minds on the
Spirit (Rom 8:5).
Setting the mind on the Spirit is life and peace (Rom
8:6).
Those who set the mind on the Spirit have the Spirit
dwelling in them (8:9).
Those who live by the Spirit put to death deeds of
the body and live (8:13).
Those of whom the Spirit leads are children of God
that God will glorify (8:14–15).

One or the Other
Humanity must choose between living for
the flesh or living for the Spirit.
“For the one who sows to his own flesh will from
the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows
to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life”
(Gal 6:8; cf. Jude 19).

Those who have the Spirit live according to
the Spirit.

Sanctification by the Spirit
Who makes Christians holy?

“But we ought always to give thanks to God for you,
brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose
you as the firstfruits to be saved, through
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.
To this he called you through our gospel, so that you
may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So
then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions
that you were taught by us, either by our spoken
word or by our letter” (2 Thess 2:13–14; cf. Rom
15:16).

The Gospel calls everyone to salvation and
sanctification.

Blessings of the Holy Spirit
Those who are born again are born again
through the Word of God (1 Cor 4:15; 1 Pet
1:22–23).
Those who are Christians “shared in the Holy
Spirit” (Heb 6:4).
“And not only the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons,
the redemption of our bodies” (Rom 8:23).

Challenge
The Spirit is a guarantee and seal of your
salvation.
Every blessing of salvation and holiness
come from the Holy Spirit.
Set your mind on the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit’s Invitation
What does the Spirit have to do with the invitation for
salvation?

“The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who
hears say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who is thirsty come; let the
one who desires take the water of life without price” (Rev
22:17).

The believer is baptized in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matt 28:19).
Baptism in Jesus’s name includes the Spirit (1 Cor 12:13).
“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — Jews
or Greeks, slaves or free — and all were made to drink of one
Spirit” (1 Cor 12:13).
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