The Spirit and
God’s Revelation

God Sent His Spirit
Did God give His Spirit so that we have love, joy,
and peace for all people?
Did God give His Spirit because He wanted His
Spirit to make us holy and righteous (1 Cor
6:11)?
Did God give His Spirit to us so that we may
have godly priorities and goals?
Did God give His Spirit because He loves us?

Quenching the Spirit
What did the apostle Paul mean, “Do not
quench the Spirit”?
“Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise
prophecies,” (1 Thess 5:19–20).
“Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards
not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to
you” (1 Thess 4:8; cf. 1 Cor 14:36–37).

The Word is Living and Active
The Word of God is the sword of the Spirit and
God meant that Word to change us (Eph 6:17
ESV).
“For the word of God is living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division
of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart”
(Heb 4:12; cf. Isa 49:2; Rev 1:16; 2:16; 19:15, 21).

The Spirit writes the New Covenant on the
heart (2 Cor 3:3).

The Spirit and the Apostles
How did the Spirit give revelation to the
Apostles?
The Spirit spoke directly to Peter (Acts 10:19;
11:12).
The Holy Spirit guided the Apostles and prophets
to preach the Gospel (1 Pet 1:12).

The Spirit through You
Jesus sent out the Twelve disciples to proclaim
the Gospel to Israel.
Jesus instructed them to heal the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse lepers, and cast out demons (Matt
10:5–15).

Jesus warned His disciples that He sent them
out as sheep among wolves.

“When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how
you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you
are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is
not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you” (Matt 10:19–20 ESV; cf. Mark
13:11; Luke 12:11–12).

Carried Along by the Holy Spirit
Does Scripture contain personal explanation of
God’s Word?
Does Peter, John, or Paul have their own versions
and interpretations of God’s Word in Scripture?

“knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of
Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation.
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet 1:20–21).

Did Peter include Paul’s epistles among the
Scriptures (2 Pet 3:15–16)?

Revealed by the Spirit
The apostle Paul described how God
revealed the Gospel to that generation.
“When you read this, you can perceive my insight
into the mystery of Christ, which was not made
known to the sons of men in other generations
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit” (Eph 3:4–5).

Does God want Christians to read to
perceive God’s revelation?
Whose revelation should Christians read?

Demonstration of the Spirit
Paul noted that he came proclaiming Jesus
Christ and him crucified, and not with lofty
speech.
“And I was with you in weakness and in fear and
much trembling, and my speech and my message
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that
your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in
the power of God” (1 Cor 2:3–4).

What did Paul claim as the source of the
wisdom of the Apostles?

Divine Wisdom
To whom did the Spirit reveal divine wisdom?
“these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit.
For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of
God” (1 Cor 2:10).

How much did God reveal divine wisdom in
language?
“And we impart this in words not taught by human
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual
truths to those who are spiritual” (1 Cor 2:13).

The natural person rejects the things of the Spirit (1
Cor 2:14).

Guidance of the Spirit
Did Paul ever present his opinion apart from
the guidance of the Spirit?
Paul claimed the guidance of the Spirit (1 Cor
7:40; cf. 7:25; 14:37).

Paul commends himself as a minister by
many things including “by the Holy Spirit” (2
Cor 6:6).
Paul spoke of his conscience bearing him witness
in the Holy Spirit (Rom 9:1).

The Spirit’s Guidance (a)
Examples of people that the Spirit guided:

The Spirit revealed to Simeon that he would Jesus
the Christ before his death (Luke 2:25–27; cf. 36–38).
Stephen was full of the Spirit and spoke by the Spirit
(Acts 6:10; cf. 7:55).
The Spirit spoke directly to Philip (Acts 8:29).

The Spirit also took Philip away after he baptized the
Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:39).

The Spirit spoke those who ministered to God in
Antioch and sent Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13:2; cf.
11:24).

The Spirit’s Guidance (b)
The Spirit guided Paul where to take the Gospel
(Acts 16:6–7; 18:5–6; 19:21).
The Spirit and prophets testified to Paul of coming
arrest (Acts 20:23; 21:3–4; 10–11).
The Holy Spirit guided the apostles and prophets in
writing the church in Antioch (Acts 15:28–29).
The Spirit spoke directly to Paul about the latter
days of apostasy (1 Tim 4:1).
The Spirit guided the writer of Hebrews to interpret
biblical symbolism of OT worship (Heb 9:8–9).

John’s Revelation
In Revelation, was John, Jesus, or the Spirit
communicating to the 7 churches of Asia?
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches” (Rev 2:7a; cf. 2:11, 17, 29;
3:6, 13, 22; 14:13).

John wrote what Jesus spoke by the Spirit.

John’s Revelation
How did John’s Revelation come to him?
“I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, [and john
receives a revelation via a voice]” (Rev 1:10).
“At once I was in the Spirit, [and John saw a vision]”
(Rev 4:2).
“And he carried me away in the Spirit into a
wilderness, [and John saw a revelation]” (Rev 17:3).
“And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high
mountain, [and John saw a vision]” (Rev 20:10).

Delusions of Grandeur
If someone claims that they hear the Spirit
speaking to them, they must consider if that
is a delusion.
Do I want to claim a gift from God that makes me
more important?
Can a gift from God make someone more
significant to God?

Rely upon God’s Word.
The Scriptures will change your heart.

Born Again
Christians receive the Spirit by the hearing of
faith (Gal 3:2–5).
Do you want the fruit of the Spirit?

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is
no law” (Gal 5:22–23 ESV).

You must be born of the water and the Spirit.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”
(John 3:5).
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