The Unity of
the Holy Spirit

Overview
What does the church look like that follows the
Spirit of God?
What fellowship does the church have in the
Holy Spirit?
How does the Holy Spirit unite the church?
How does the Spirit help Christians in hard
times?
What is the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit?

The Spirit of Adoption
Must one have the indwelling of the Spirit to be
a child of God (Rom 8:12–17)?
Living by the Spirit means putting to death the
deeds of the body.
Those who are led by the Spirit are sons of God.
Christians receive the Spirit of adoption as sons.
The Spirit bears witness that Christians are children
of God and thus heirs of God.

God’s Love in Our Hearts
What has the Spirit poured into our hearts?
“and hope does not put us to shame, because
God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to
us” (Rom 5:5).

The apostle Paul appeal to Christians “by the
love of the Holy Spirit” to pray with him
(Rom 15:30).

The Kingdom and the Spirit
Why should anyone want to become
involved in the church of Christ?
“So do not let what you regard as good be
spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is not a
matter of eating and drinking but of
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit” (Rom 14:16–17; cf. 1 Thess 1:6).
The blessings of the Church go beyond being
able to drink and eat what you are thankful for,
but unto the fruits of the Spirit.

Fellowship of the Spirit
What does the Spirit provide for the Church
as a whole?
“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any
comfort from love, any participation in the
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my
joy by being of the same mind, having the same
love, being in full accord and of one mind” (Phil
2:1–2).

What “participation” do Christians have in
the Spirit?

Unity of the Spirit
Christians are united in the Holy Spirit.
“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to
walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, eager to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph 4:1–3).

Is unity something that Christians are to
maintain or does the Spirit do that for
Christians?

The Seven Ones
Where is the unity of the Spirit?
“There is one body and one Spirit — just as you
were called to the one hope that belongs to your
call — one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all, who is over all and through all
and in all” (Eph 4:4–6).

Does baptism really matter for church unity?
God sent Christ to save and the Spirit to reveal
the truth uniting the body in Christ called by
hope, one in faith, and added by one baptism.

Leadership for Unity
Furthermore, God has given an organization
and leadership for unity in the church.

“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he
obtained with his own blood” (Acts 20:28; cf. Acts
14:23).

How does the Holy Spirit appoint men to be
elders today (1 Tim 3; Titus 1)?
Why does the church needs an eldership when
the church is united in truth?

Blessings of the Spirit
The blessings of being a Christian who is
persecuted is the Spirit rests on that person.
“If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon you” (1 Pet 4:14).
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we
do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too
deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God” (Rom 8:26–27).

The Help of the Spirit
For what did the apostle Paul rely upon the
Holy Spirit?
“Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through
your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ this will turn out for my deliverance,” (Phil
1:19).
Paul’s deliverance could have been life or death
(Phil 1:20).

The Holy Spirit provided for the apostle Paul.

Praying in the Spirit
What do the Scriptures mean urging Christians
to pray in the Spirit?

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your
most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit,” (Jude
20).
“praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and
supplication. To that end, keep alert with all
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,”
(Eph 6:18).

These passages may be translated as “by the
Spirit.”

Rejoice in the Spirit
How did Jesus rejoice?
“In that same hour he [Jesus] rejoiced in the Holy
Spirit and said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that you have hidden these
things from the wise and understanding and
revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for
such was your gracious will’” (Luke 10:21; cf.
Matt 22:43).

Jesus’s prayer was in harmony with the Holy
Spirit and a pure heart (cf. John 4:24).

Blaspheming the Holy Spirit
What is blaspheming the Holy Spirit?

“‘Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the
children of man, and whatever blasphemies they
utter, but whoever blasphemes against the Holy
Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an
eternal sin’ — for they were saying, ‘He has an
unclean spirit’” (Mark 3:28–30; cf. Matt 12:31–32;
Luke 12:10).

Blaspheming the Holy Spirit is speaking to
attribute the Spirit’s revelation to demons.

One cannot receive salvation from Spirit if they
reject the Spirit’s revelation – the Word of God.

Resisting the Holy Spirit
Sin grieves the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:28–32).
People can resist the Spirit by resisting the Word
of God (Acts 7:51; 1 Thess 4:8; 5:19–20).
Stephen proclaimed, “You stiff-necked people,
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always
resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do
you” (Acts 7:51).
A person can lie to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:1–11).

Conclusion of the Series
The mission of the Spirit was to reveal all truth and
transform Christians (John 14:26; 2 Cor 3:17).
Many of God’s blessings come through the Holy
Spirit.
Life is incomprehensibly better with the blessings of
God.
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. And those who belong
to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires” (Gal 5:22–24; cf. Eph 5:9).

Reap Eternal Life
The Spirit saves and makes believers right by
the washing of sins (1 Cor 6:11).
Jesus revealed, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).

What must we do to reap eternal life?
“For the one who sows to his own flesh will from
the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows
to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life”
(Gal 6:8).
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